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Your best days
are ahead!

4

GCISD Collegiate Academy

School’s
Message

DEAR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES,
Welcome to GCISD Collegiate Academy at Tarrant
County Northeast! Your decision to attend CA reflects
your desire to challenge yourself beyond the everyday
and follow your own path. I hope this manual will help
you discover your path and support you along the way.
You will find guidance on everything you need to be
successful. Read it!! Use it! Follow it!!
At CA we are family. If you need help, advice, or
someone to listen, we are all here for you. I believe
this guide will help you navigate new classes, select
your courses, and plan your future!
You are now a Phoenix! Your best days are ahead!
Always grateful,
Bobbe Knutz
Founding Principal
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School
Overview
GCISD Collegiate Academy at Tarrant County College Northeast was
established in August 2014 as a joint partnership between GCISD and
TCCD. We pride ourselves on working together to create a pathway for
learners to achieve more than they ever imagined. We work together to
provide community service, student leadership, and personal graduation
pathways to fit every individual.
CA is part of the beautiful TCC NE campus in building NMPC. The students
of Collegiate Academy have access to all college resources and facilities
throughout their high school career. Students will have support from both
the high school and college staff. CA competes in UIL Academic events
and UIL One Act Play. CA students compete with other ECHSs and CA
intramurals in soccer, basketball and volleyball.

MISSION
Collegiate Academy’s mission is for all scholars to
demonstrate college readiness by obtaining a high
school diploma and an associate’s degree which will
prepare them for a commitment to lifelong learning.
VISION
Collegiate Academy believes in Excellence, Equity, and
Empowerment for all students, so they will reach their
life goals now and in their future.		
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Phoenix
Strategies
for Success:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Find your Vision.
Work Hard.
No Excuses.
Learn from Failure.
Be Grateful.
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EARLY COLLEGE

DUAL CREDIT ENROLLMENT

The Early College program at GCISD
Collegiate Academy at TCC NE gives students
the opportunity to take college classes while
still in high school and earn credits toward an
associate degree—free of cost.

Almost all college courses at CA offer
students both high school and college credit.
Grades for these courses appear on both
the high school and college transcripts
and are factored into the students grade
point averages (GPAs). On the high school
transcript the college course is entered as
a number. For example the student might
earn an A on their college transcript, but the
professor will send the high school a number
grade based on their grade scale for their
class. The number might be a 93 on the high
school transcript.

Students begin taking college classes as early
as 9th grade. Students have an authentic
college experience while still in high school,
better preparing them for what is to come
and allowing them to earn a full associate
degree while still in high school.
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Earning a
High School
Diploma

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS
Grade level classifications:
9th Grade

0-6 Credits

10th Grade

7-13 Credits

11th Grade

14-20 Credits

12th Grade

21 Credits

Graduation Minimum 26 Credits

The Early College High School is on block scheduling. Students must be in class 90% of
the time to receive credit. High school credits can be earned through high school courses,
college courses, and/or credit retrieval courses.

STAAR EOC EXAMS
Students are required, with limited exceptions, to perform satisfactorily on the English I,
English II, Algebra I, Biology, and U.S. History EOC assessments. Students will have multiple
opportunities to retest, if necessary, and we will provide tutoring so that each student is
successful. A student who has not achieved sufficient scores on the EOC assessments to
graduate will have opportunities to retake the assessments.
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ENDORSEMENTS
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
Must complete Algebra II, Chemistry, Physics or Principles of Technology, and one
of the following:
1. A coherent sequence of courses for 4 or more credits in CTE. The final course in
the sequence must be selected from the STEM career cluster.
2. A coherent sequence of four credits in selected Computer Science courses.
3. A total of 5 credits in Math by successfully completing Algebra I, Geometry,
Algebra II, and 2 additional Math courses for which Algebra II is a prerequisite.
4. A total of 5 credits in science by successfully completing biology, chemistry,
physics, and 2 additional Science courses.
5. In addition to Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics, a coherent sequence of 3
additional credits from no more than two of the three areas listed in 1, 2, 3, and 4 above.

Arts & Humanities
Must complete one of the following:
1. Total of 5 social studies credits
2. Four levels of the same language in language other than English (LOTE)
3. Two levels of the same language in LOTE and two levels in a different language in LOTE
4. Four levels of American Sign Language
5. Coherent sequence of 4 credits by selecting courses from 1 or 2 categories or
disciplines in fine arts or innovative courses approved by the commissioner
6. Four English elective credits by selecting from the following:
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•

Independent Study in English

•

English IV

•

Literary Genres

•

Creative Writing

•

Research & Technical Writing

•

Humanities

•

Communication Applications

•

AP English Language & Composition

GCISD Collegiate Academy

Multidisciplinary
Must complete one of the following:
1. Four advanced courses that prepare a student to enter the workforce successfully or
postsecondary education without remediation from within one endorsement area or
among endorsement areas that are not in a coherent sequence.
2. Four credits in each of the four foundation subject areas to include English IV and
Chemistry and/or Physics.
3. Four credits in Advanced Placement, or dual credit selected from English, mathematics,
science, social studies, economics, languages other than English, or fine arts.

High School Graduation Plans
There are three total graduation plans in the state of Texas. However, GCISD’s School
Board has determined that in a school district that is the BEST, we should hold our
students to that same standard. While the Foundation Plan, and the Foundation Plus
Endorsement Plan exist and offer an easier pathway to graduation, colleges tend to look
more favorably at students who have completed the Distinguished Level of Achievement
Plan.
Coming to Collegiate Academy has put you in a good position to complete all required
elements of this plan, as many of the classes you’ll need for this high school graduation
plan are also needed for your Associate’s Degree.

College Degree Pathways
Associate of Arts
https://catalog.tccd.edu/preview_program.
php?catoid=2&poid=276&returnto=67
Associate of Science
https://catalog.tccd.edu/preview_program.
php?catoid=2&poid=285&returnto=67
11
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What does
it mean to
be ready
for college?

Pathways
All Collegiate Academy students have a
Pathways class each semester, and the primary
purpose of Pathways is to make sure that each
CA student is successful in high school and
college. If you have questions about any of this,
ask your Pathways teacher!
Meet TSI Benchmarks
At Collegiate Academy, one of our goals is for
all students to be TSI complete by the time they
enter their junior year. To be TSI complete, a
student must earn a passing score on each of
the three sections of the TSI:
Math - 350
Reading - 351
Writing - 340 & Essay Score of 4+

Work Expectations
It is important to understand that in college,
if your course meets for 3 hours each
week, you can also expect to be spending
3 hours per week outside of class working
on assignments, reading, and studying.
This is very different from high school,
and you will receive fewer reminders from
professors about what is due and when.
For many classes, you will receive fewer
progress updates from professors, and it
is your responsibility to track your grades,
participation, and attendance. Also, if
you earn anything below a C in a college
course that is required for your high school
graduation program, you will have to either
retake that course or go through a rigorous
credit recovery program.

Learn to Navigate the College Campus
• Know your ID number
• Know where your courses meet
• Know the title of your courses
• Know how to navigate Blackboard
• Know how to navigate Web Advisor
• Know how and when to meet with your college advisor
• Communicate appropriately when you are struggling
• Follow campus textbook check-out and check-in procedures
• Use the Math Lab as needed
• Use the Writing Center as needed
• Use the Wellness Center with maturity
• Do not disturb college classes or offices while in college buildings
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Study Habits
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GCISD Collegiate Academy

Stay organized
Seek support
Utilize all resources
Read assigned chapters
Take assessments seriously
Complete all assignments on time
Set aside study time
Find a quiet study place where you can focus
Prioritize your time
Utilize study groups
Prioritize self-care and take breaks as needed to avoid overstressing or anxiety

High School & College Attendance
Attendance is more important than ever at Collegiate Academy, and students will be
responsible for attending all high school and college courses.
Students who do not meet district attendance requirements may be subject to loss of credit
and truancy proceedings. Further, TCC professors take attendance for each class, and a
student may be dropped from a class if he/she accrues more than the allowed number of
absences during a semester.
Attendance is also a big factor for determining eligibility for Independent Study and OFSDP
(more on these below). Students who do not meet attendance expectations will not be eligible
for these programs even if they have met all other requirements.
College Behaviors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You are always prepared with the right materials and books for class.
You participate in discussions and ask questions when you do not understand.
You are willing to stay after class or go to office hours to get help when needed.
You read your syllabus often.
You are polite, mature, and responsible.
Use appropriate language and represent your school well when on the college campus.
You make sure that you clearly understand your professors’ expectations, assigned work,
due dates, etc.
In class you are focused, and you do not have your cell phone out or engage in side
conversations.
You make sure that you get your professor’s name and email address on the first day of
class.

In addition, many of your high school graduation requirements define how “ready” you are for
college—for example, taking four years of challenging mathematics and science courses. At
times, students want to drop classes in the later years of high school or not sit for exams that
they do not “need” for graduation or that they feel might not transfer as credits to another
college. However, all courses selected within your pathway serve to prepare you for future
goals and opportunities.
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It is important to understand that in order to be academically ready for college-level
coursework, you will need to fulfill more than the minimum requirements. The vast majority of
4-year college programs expect that you will have taken four years of mathematics, four years
of science, and often 2 or more years of world languages. Even though a college that you are
considering may not give you credit for some of the college coursework that you have taken,
they will expect that you have taken a similar course as a high school student. Dropping or
failing to take upper level early college coursework can put you at a great disadvantage when
moving on to your chosen four-year university.
Taking College Classes
Taking college classes while still in high school is a privilege and will give you a strong advantage
in whatever you choose to do after Collegiate Academy. That being said, it is not a privilege that
is afforded to every student equally instead it is given equitably. If a student has shown a hardworking nature and a track record of success they may be allowed to take additional courses in
comparison to a student that has struggled and may need more support at the high school level
in order to protect their high school and college GPA.
Course Registration
College advisors and Pathways Teachers and the Collegiate Academy Counselor will assist you
with registration, but the student is ultimately responsible for registering themselves. Because of
the limited scope of our program, it is not possible for students to select courses in the way they
might in a larger high school or in college.
Students should log into Web Advisor each term to register and view posted grades. There is a
very short Add/Drop Period at the start of each semester, and we expect students to schedule
an appointment with their high school counselor and a college advisor immediately if they have
questions or concerns.
What to Expect
Professors expect students to behave like college students and to participate in class. In each
course, you will be given a syllabus, and the professor will advise what textbooks you will need.
These will need to be picked up immediately from the Early College office, along with any access
codes, software, and other required materials. You should not expect the professor to give as
many reminders about work and due dates as in high school— you must follow the syllabus, listen
carefully for tasks, take a lot of notes, and ask questions. At times you will not understand during
class and a professor cannot stop the class to help you. In these instances, you are expected to
email the professor, stay after class to talk, or attend your professor’s office hours (posted times
that they are available in their office for extra help.)
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At first, the workload in your college class will be lighter, and you should not use this as an
indication for how difficult the class will be. In general, you should expect to spend one to two
hours outside of class studying, reading, and completing work for every hour that you have
class. For example, if your class meets for four hours per week, you should expect to spend
at least four hours per week completing reading assignments, making notes about readings,
working on problem sets, revising essays, and attending tutoring/office hours. Your professors
will not micromanage your time—they expect that you will keep up with the syllabus, complete
assignments even without prompting and reminders, seek out support when you need it, and put
in a collegiate level of effort.
All assignments should be typed with a heading that includes your full name, the date, the
course code, and the section that you are in—all of this information appears in Webadvisor. All
assignments should be your own work—any incidences of plagiarism may result in immediate
failure and/or removal from our early college program. It is imperative that you complete all
homework assignments on time—homework assignments carry a different weight at the college
level, and professors expect that every assignment is turned in on time as classes meet less
frequently. Failure to complete assignments in college almost certainly will result in a failing or
below C grade—meaning that you would likely need to repeat the course.
Grades below a C in college are often considered “failing” grades by other colleges and
employers. Many colleges expect As and Bs to be in good standing, and lower grades may not
transfer your credits to other institutions. You may need to repeat courses with grades below a C
in order to graduate from your degree program. You may also be placed on academic probation,
which will limit your opportunities for internships, jobs, or additional college classes.
First Day of Class
On the first day of the semester, it is important to arrive at class early to find the building/room,
and to make note of any announcements posted, like room or professor changes. You should have
all resources needed to remain organized for your college classes (tracker, calendar, notebook,
binder, laptop, computer, etc.) Your professor will not tell you what kind to get, and you should
use what is comfortable for you. For the majority of classes, most of the first class will be devoted
to reviewing the syllabus—you should take lots of notes, ask questions, and be sure you find out
about office hours and your professor’s email address. If you are not on the roster, you will need to
contact the Early College Counselor immediately.
Reading a Syllabus
In every high school and college course that you take, your instructor will provide you with a
syllabus during the first few days of class. A syllabus is a written overview of the course, and
generally includes information about how you will be graded, expectations for your work and
behavior, contact information for the instructor, guidelines for attendance and participation, and
an outline of assignments. In college classes, professors expect you to follow the syllabus on your
own and keep track of assignments—even when they do not provide you with reminders and
instructions to do so. In general, you should review your syllabus for each course at least once per
week. You should also read them thoroughly and stay after class to ask questions about anything
that is unclear.
15
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Communicating with Professors
In college classes, you are expected to
address your professors professionally, using
“Professor” or “Doctor” as their title. Should
you need to miss class for an important
reason (e.g. serious illness, a death in your
family, or other extenuating circumstance),
you are expected to reach out to your
professor as soon as possible in a
professional email.
An example of this is:
“Dear Professor Draper, Unfortunately, I will not
be able to attend your 9:30am SPCH-1321 class
this morning as I have the flu. I will bring you
a note from my doctor at our next class, and I
will get the missed work and assignments from
one of my fellow classmates. Attached is the
homework that was due today. I am sorry to
miss class, and please let me know if there is
any other important information that I missed.
Thank you, (Insert name here).”
If you have a question about your progress,
you are expected to arrive early, stay late,
or attend office hours to speak with your
professor in person. You may also do this
in the form of a professional email. You
should communicate with your professors
even more formally than you would with
a high school teacher. During the first few
classes, you should pay close attention to
what your professor is looking for and how
they prefer for students to communicate in
class—for example, some professors may take
few questions in class and others are more
focused on involving all students in classroom
discussions.
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•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Read your syllabus carefully—if the professor does not provide their email
address, ask for it and write it down on the first day.
Listen and observe carefully on the first few days of class—make note of how
your professors introduce themselves (e.g. Professor Watson, Dr. Smith, etc.),
the routines of the class, what the professor expects of your participation, etc.
Make eye contact with your professor while they are talking, take notes, and say
“thank you” as you leave class.
If an emergency situation comes up and you may need an extension, you are
expected to ask professionally and courteously in advance if this is a possibility
—this should be reserved for very special situations and not all requests may be
honored.
You should use professional language at all times in class and be on your best
behavior. “Please”, “thank you”, “pardon me”, etc. go a long way!
You need to follow all directions and guidelines of the instructor of your course.
If you need to step out for a restroom break, you are expected to do so sparingly,
quickly, and without disrupting the class, as long as that is proper protocol for
the course.
Do not use any slang terms, profanity, or overly casual phrases with your
professor OR your classmates. College and work environments have a
professional tone.
Do not engage in any side conversations with your peers.
Do not have your cell phone out or on during the class—professors frown upon
this, and you will set a poor impression.
Do not have your head down, yawn, or look disinterested. You are expected to
be fully engaged even during very long classes.
Do not eat during class or chew gum loudly.
Do not miss class or ask for extensions for non-emergency reasons—picking up a
younger sibling, going home to run an errand, making a scheduled doctor/dentist
appointment for non-emergency reasons, or missing class to work on another
class or go to work are NOT acceptable excuses.

Midterms and Finals
Midterm and final dates are often provided in the syllabus. If they are not, ask about
these well in advance so that you can prepare for and work your schedule around them
accordingly. In general, your midterms and finals will make up a large percentage of your
final grade, and it is important that you are clear on the expectations, that you study
hard outside of class, and that you ask for opportunities for extra support outside of
class time.
Many professors offer optional study sessions before these exams, which you should
make every effort to attend. You must arrive on time and in the correct location (which is
often not the same classroom where you had class), or you may be turned away and not
allowed to take or make up the exam. This almost certainly will result in a failing grade.
17
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College GPA
The grade-point average (GPA) is an ongoing measure of student performance in college
courses. It is calculated by the Registrar’s Office upon completion of each semester by awarding
4 points for an A, 3 points for a B, 2 points for a C, and 1 point for a D to be multiplied by the
total number of hours the course was worth. For example if you earned an 88 (or a B) in
SPAN-1411 (a four hour course) that would be worth 12 points (the number of points earned
(3) multiplied by the number of hours of the course (4)).
Calculating GPA
First, calculate the total grade points earned.
Example:
A letter grade of A in ENGL 1301: 4 points x 3 semester hours = 12 grade points
A letter grade of B in BIOL 1401: 3 points x 4 semester hours = 12 grade points
The GPA (grade point average) = total grade points / total hours attempted.
Example: 24 total grade points/7 semester hours = 3.4 GPA
Dean’s List
The Deans’ List includes those students who have completed 12 or more college-level semester
hours of work for the term with a grade point average of 3.5 or higher.
The Honors List includes those students who have completed 12 or more college-level semester
hours for the term and with a grade point average of 3.0 to 3.49.
The Merit List includes students who have completed fewer than 12 college-level semester hours
in each of two consecutive terms, whose enrollment totals no fewer than 18 hours for the two
terms, and whose grade point average for the two terms is 3.5 or higher.
Grades Required for Graduation and Transfer to Other Colleges
• Minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 for all TCC courses (Associate Degrees only).
• A minimum GPA of 2.0 is required for all courses presented for graduation.
• All degree requirements must be satisfactorily completed.
• TSI requirements must be satisfactorily completed for Associate Degrees and TSI-liable
certificates.
• Students with a cumulative GPA below a 2.0 may not be eligible for entrance to some
four-year institutions.
• If you take a course for a third time, you will be required to pay for the course out of
your own pocket.
Good Academic Standing
Academic standing is based on a student’s Grade Point Average (GPA) and determines the
student’s eligibility for many benefits including whether the student may continue to be enrolled
in the College. It is the responsibility of the student to determine whether they are on good
TCC Academic Probation and Suspension standing, probation, suspension, or dismissal by
checking their standing on Web Advisor. At the end of each semester or term, an academic
standing is determined based on grades earned for that semester. A student is considered to
be in Good Standing when a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher is maintained.
18
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Academic Probation, Suspension and Suspension II
Probation: A student who fails to maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher is placed on
Academic Probation. The student may continue to enroll while on probation as long as a 2.0
semester GPA is earned. The TCC college advisor will determine how many college courses the
student can take while on probation.
Suspension 1: A student on academic probation who becomes ineligible to reenroll is suspended
from the College for not less than one long semester (the next fall or spring semester, including
summer). As an option, the student may request an Academic Recovery Plan that allows the
student to re-enroll with limited coursework, frequent sessions with an oncampus counselor, and
the development of an action plan. After a student has served the first suspension, the student
may continue to re-enroll by maintaining a semester GPA of 2.0 or higher. A student returning
following Suspension I must consult with an on-campus counselor and remain on Suspension I
until cumulative GPA reaches “good standing” status.
Suspension II: A student who does not meet the required standard for a second time and
incurs a second academic suspension will be suspended for a period of one long semester (the
next fall or spring semester, including summer). A student returning from Suspension II, must
consult with an on-campus counselor to obtain permission for readmission. Conditions of readmissions may include special requirements or restrictions. After counseling, the student may
be readmitted and have records reactivated by the campus Admissions and Registrar office but
remains on Suspension II until the cumulative GPA improves to “Good Standing.”
Third Attempt Rule
Collegiate Academy students have the opportunity to take a college course two times without
paying for it. However, if a student has to take a course for a third time, the student will have to
pay for the course. A course counts towards this rule if a student stays in the class long enough
to get a “W” on their transcript for withdrawing. Generally, a student may withdraw from a
course with counselor approval during the first two weeks without receiving a “W.”
Earning a College Degree
Collegiate Academy students are all working towards earning an associate’s degree at TCC NE.
CA students begin taking college courses during their freshman and sophomore year, and by
the time they are juniors, almost all of their coursework will be in college classes.
Dual credit – When Collegiate Academy students earn college credit, they also earn high school
credit. For example, a senior who passes British Literature (ENGL 2327) will also earn credit for
senior English.
Prerequisites – In addition to meeting the college level placement required for each course,
students should review the Tarrant County College Catalog for course prerequisite information.
Prerequisites vary depending on the subject. Please note additional testing may be required for
placement info higher-level courses.
Co-requisites – High School students may not be enrolled in co-requisites.
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Degree audit
Degree audit is the process that a student goes through with an advisor as they get closer to
graduation. A college advisor will closely review a student’s college transcript to check the
courses that they have successfully completed against the criteria for the major. You can look
up the degree requirements for any degree through Web Advisor and track your progress on
your own. Degrees are not conferred until all credits are earned and all graduation requirements
are met. When this is complete, a college official will recommend a student for graduation. It is
important to note that a student must formally apply for graduation early in the term that they
are scheduled to finish their degree.
College Textbooks and Materials
Collegiate Academy provides college textbooks and access codes to students for Fall and
Spring semesters. These materials are GCISD property and must be returned unless they are
“consumable.” Consumable materials are things like used access codes and workbooks.
Textbook Checkout
Collegiate Academy students are responsible for participating in the textbook check-out process
at the beginning of each semester. If a student does not check-out textbooks during a check-out
window, he or she may be responsible for paying for the required materials.
TCC Bookstore (https://tccd.bncollege.com/shop/tccd/home)
If a required material is not available through Collegiate Academy, students may have to pick
up the material at the TCC Bookstore. Collegiate Academy provides authorization vouchers for
students who need to pick up materials at the TCC Bookstore. Textbooks become GCISD
property and must be returned unless they are consumable.
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Requesting Transcripts
There are two kinds of college transcripts—official and unofficial copies. When you apply for
some internships and for transfer to other college programs, offices will request official copies of
your transcript. While at TCC NE, you can request these directly from the TCC Registrar or Web
Advisor. They will most often be given to you sealed and stamped, or sent directly to the office
that requires them. You may log into Web Advisor at any time to view your unofficial transcript,
or request your official transcript. On both versions, you will see a listing of every course you took
and attempted along with your grade—please note that withdrawals will show up, and that your
transcript will show your current GPA and total number of credits both earned and attempted.
High School Transcripts
To request an official high school transcript, you will use Parchment.com.
Transferring College Credits
If you are looking into transferring into a 4-year program after grade 12, it is important that you
meet with a counselor to explore your options by the end of 11th grade. Your counselors can help
steer you toward programs that will accept many if not all of your college credits, depending upon
the college, the courses that you have taken, and the new pathway that you are hoping to pursue.
Determining which classes will transfer is a case-by-case process that will likely involve the student
contacting individual colleges.
It is very important to understand that you should not make decisions about the college courses
that you take at TCC NE based solely on what you think will transfer after your time at Collegiate
Academy. Many of our classes—particularly upper level mathematics and science classes—are
dual credit, meaning that they will award you both high school and college credit.
Students attending Tarrant County College for one or two years then transferring to a senior
college or university should have no difficulty transferring credits if these steps are followed:
•

Select a major field of study and a senior college or university that offers a bachelor’s
degree in that field.

•

Review the selected institution’s college catalog and identify the freshman and
sophomore courses suggested.

•

See a TCC academic advisor or counselor for help in selecting the TCC courses
that correspond to the requirements of the senior college.

•

Complete the TCC courses with a grade point average of at least 2.0.

•

Apply for admission to the senior college early in the last semester at TCC.

•

Request an official transcript be sent to the transfer institution from the campus
Admissions and Registrar office.
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Drops and Withdrawals
A course drop happens when you drop your class before the census date (the official day
of record).
A course withdrawal happens when you drop your class after the census date.
If you drop your class before the census date, neither the class nor a grade will show up
on your transcript. If you drop your class after the census date (otherwise known as a
withdrawal), the class and a grade of “W” will show up on your college transcript and a
grade of 69 will be placed on your high school transcript.
You are not allowed to drop or withdraw from a college course without the approval of
your counselor.
Dropping a Course
Do not drop without approval from the counselor.
Academic Calendars
Collegiate Academy follows a different calendar than other campuses in GCISD. This
means that there will be days where GCISD is off but Collegiate Academy meets. We
provide parents and students with a Collegiate Academy calendar each year.
Testing
Texas Success Initiative (TSI) - The TSI is a college entrance test that consists of three
separate sections (Mathematics, Reading, and Writing). Collegiate Academy students
must pass each section to be able to enroll in certain college courses, and we provide
prep courses throughout the year to prepare our students from success. We also offer
TSI testing on campus for free so that students have multiple opportunities to pass each
section.
PSAT - Collegiate Academy offers the PSAT to all 9th, 10th and 11th grade students each
year, and our 11th grade students have the opportunity to earn National Merit recognition
if they score high enough on the exam. We encourage each student to take this test
seriously as it is good preparation for the SAT.
ACT/SAT - Some universities require an SAT or ACT score as part of the admissions
process, and Collegiate Academy provides prep courses to help students improve their
scores and earn scholarships. We do not host SAT or ACT testing on our campus except
for SAT School Day, but students can register for SAT/ACT testing at other test locations.
SAT School Day - Collegiate Academy now offers the SAT to all juniors and seniors for
free during the SAT School Day testing. This is a great opportunity for our students
to take this exam in a familiar environment, and we encourage each junior and senior
student to participate (participation is not required).

For more information on the PSAT, SAT, and ACT
exams, go to: collegeboard.org and act.org.
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STAAR EOC Exams - Collegiate Academy students will take English I, English II, Algebra I,
Biology, and US History EOC exams.
Testing Accommodations - Testing accommodations are available on each of these
exams to students who qualify through Special Ed. or 504. If you have questions about
accommodations, please contact the inclusion support teacher (Special Ed.) or the assistant
principal (504).
Guidance and Advisement
At Collegiate Academy you get the best of both worlds. You can talk to your counselor at CA,
or you can talk to the advisors on TCC NE Campus. Both of them can help you academically
but the counselor at Collegiate Academy can help you with any social-emotional needs you
have. The best way to start is to always start at the high school level by talking to the CA
counselor or your Pathways teacher.
Collegiate Academy Advisement and Guidance
• Advisement
• Academics provides instructional re-sources, leadership and training to support rigorous
learning opportunities in the classroom, which result in successful completion of a high
quality school experience for all students.
• System Support
• Guidance
• The foundation of the counseling program is to provide developmentally appropriate
assistance for all students, and at the same time provide special assistance to those who
need it.
• Prevention Education and Life Skills Curriculum
• Responsive Services
• Individual Student Planning
• System Support
• Promoting Educational Success Education both enriches our lives and empowers us
with the knowledge and skills we need to succeed. Professional school counselors play a
critical role in maximizing educational opportunities.
• In elementary and secondary schools, professional school counselors collaborate with
parents, teachers, and others to:
• prevent and eliminate barriers to learning
• help equip students with the personal and social skills they need to lead
healthy, successful lives
• Assist students in exploring and pursuing academic and career opportunities
TCC Advisement
Academic advisors collaborate with you to help you achieve academic and personal success.
Academic advisors can help you:
• Plan your class schedule
• Learn about transferring to a 4-year university
• Explore career options and resources
• Find various campus services like tutoring, academic help and more
• Consult your academic advisor every step of the way: when you arrive at TCC,
while you’re a student here and when you’re making plans for your future.
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Years at
a Glance

First Year
Experience

•

College Classes - The Freshman year at Collegiate Academy
is a big transition year from high school to college courses.
Freshmen will mainly take high school Pre-AP courses but they
will also take at least one college course on the TCC campus.

•

Expectations - Collegiate Academy expects freshmen to
learn about the TCC campus and the services available to
them through TCC. Freshmen should also learn how to use
Blackboard for college coursework. Freshmen should also
begin learning how to communicate professionally and
advocate for themselves in high school and college classes.

•

Testing Priority - All freshmen should make progress towards
becoming TSI complete during the freshman year. This means
that each freshman will attempt the TSI Reading test, and if
successful, continue to TSI Writing and TSI Math.

(Freshmen Year):
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Second Year
Experience

•

(Sophomore Year):

•

•

Third Year
Experience

•
•

(Junior Year):

•
•

College Classes - Sophomores will begin taking more college courses
on the TCC campus while continuing to take high school courses at
Collegiate Academy.
Expectations - Collegiate Academy expects sophomores to begin
transitioning from high school to college level work and engagement.
Sophomores should be able to communicate in person and through
email with college professors in a professional, courteous manner.
Sophomores should also be able to advocate for themselves in high
school and college classes.
Testing Priority - Sophomores should try to be TSI complete by the
end of the sophomore year by passing all three sections.

College Classes - Juniors will be taking mainly college courses on the
TCC campus.
Expectations - Collegiate Academy expects juniors to be fully
transitioned to college-level work and engagement.
Testing Priority - Juniors should complete TSI testing and focus on
SAT/ACT/PSAT performance.
Independent Study - Juniors who are TSI complete become eligible
for independent study. To earn Independent Study, a student must
have excellent high school and college attendance and a solid
academic history (no semester grades below 80 for the preceding
semester). Further, a student must consistently meet communication
and scheduling expectations. For example, a junior who meets all
other criteria but who does not respond to emails in a timely manner
would not be eligible for Independent Study.

Independent Study - Independent Study is a privilege extended to juniors and
seniors who meet eligibility criteria. When CA students have a class period of
Independent Study, they are free to work independently in the Common Area
(if available), the TCC Library, or in Center Corner.

Fourth Year
Experience
(Senior Year):

•
•
•

•

College Classes - Seniors will be taking all college courses except for
Pathways.
Testing Priority - Seniors should be focusing on SAT/ACT
performance.
Optional Flexible School Day Program (OFSDP) - Seniors who are
TSI complete become eligible for OFSDP. To earn OFSDP, a Senior
must have excellent high school and college attendance and a
solid academic history. Further, a student must consistently meet
communication and scheduling expectations.
OFSDP - OFSDP is a privilege extended to seniors who meet
eligibility criteria. When Seniors have OFSDP, they are not required
to attend school except when they have class. A senior on OFSDP,
for example, might not have to come to school at all on Friday.
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Clubs &
Programs

Collegiate Academy has many different options for clubs and
programs that students can choose from. These clubs provide
students with opportunities to grow and develop new skills.
They afford leadership opportunities that call on and further
develop collaborative skills, and andeavor to provide an outlet
for interclass contact and communication thereby building a
strong sense of community in our school.

UIL Theater
Intramural Athletics
Volleyball
Basketball
Soccer
UIL Math
eSports
Student Council

CA students also have access
to all the clubs and programs
available at TCC NE.
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Notes:

GCISD Collegiate Academy

STUDENT ACADEMIC MANUAL
GCISD Collegiate Academy at Tarrant County Northeast
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Distinguished Level of Achievement
26 Credits
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