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What is a challenge you have faced teaching in during a pandemic in 2020?
Since music programs are very important to the clientele at my school, I had to find a way to satisfy this
need. During the shutdown, students submitted videos to me of them singing, playing an instrument,
creating art, dancing, telling jokes or whatever talent they wanted to showcase, which I put together as a
"Virtual Talent Show." During blended instruction, I was able to video each class and present a "Virtual
Halloween Program" as well. I plan to utilize this method in the future to ensure the safety of the whole
community.

How do you support building a positive and safe online learning environment for your students?
I create a safe online learning environment for my students by researching and previewing all of the
materials I post to ensure they are appropriate for my students and will provide support for their musical
success. I also think students feel safe online when they can say "Hi" or "Have a great weekend to their
teachers" and receive a response back, creating a positive connection.

Do you have a super awesome success story from 2020?
When I was informed that I would be a traveling music teacher, my biggest concern was how my students
would play instruments which included hand bells, ukuleles, boomwhackers, rhythm instruments, bucket
drums and Orff xylophones. I solved this dilemma by dividing up my inventory and making music bags for
my younger students in which they could have their own rhythm instruments and props in their desk that
would be easily accessible. Teachers worked with me to make space to store large instruments for
individual student access. One of our second grade teachers gave me contractor organizers that we are
using as "bucket boards" and we are thankfully "rocking on" at Marsh Fork!!!!

What do you do to encourage online classroom participation?
When I see students in person, I encourage online classroom participation by rewarding, recognizing and
praising students who are diligent and consistent with their submissions on Schoology and Seesaw.
Online, I also try to make encouraging and positive comments regarding their submissions and encourage
them to converse with me on the online platforms.

Parent Communication… What’s working for your families?
I have found both Schoology and Seesaw to be excellent modes of parental communication. It's been
great to answer their questions and ease their concerns regarding student performance.

What methods have been effective in teaching during a pandemic?
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Because I am traveling, I must enter into the students' academic arena, and I have discovered that the
teaching methods that are most effective for me include kinesthetic activities. Examples of this include
active brain breaks, play-a-longs and games. The integration of more technology based activities has also
been successful. Above all, I have tried to keep my classroom routine similar by including our bell ringer,
"Rhythm of the Day" and adapting our "normal" activities/games to work in the regular classroom.

Share something positive about teaching in 2020.
I was hesitant about being a traveling music teacher, but it has been a very positive experience. My
student's are excited when I "roll" into the room because they know we are going to have fun! I also feel I
have had more time to make one on one connections with my students because of the smaller class
sizes. It has also been great to see all of the other teachers and see them enjoy my students' music
endeavors. In short, the kindness and understanding from my students and peers has made teaching in
2020 a very positive experience.

Video of Something Awesome:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oZQEiKkY0sYxJf5AUjQBv6AJU2CwaT6A
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