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Freshman LE Workman and Sophomore Seth Lonard perform as Rapunzel and her Prince during
a group song. The musical required every character to be on stage for long periods of time
during these difficult group numbers.

Over the November 15th weekend, the
PHS Theatre Department journeyed Into
the Woods and performed an amazing
show. With impressive musical numbers
and choreography, the show transported
audience members into a fantasy world
where fairy tales came to life. People may
have recognized some iconic characters
portrayed in the musical, such as Little Red
Riding Hood, Cinderella, and Rapunzel.

Some parts were introduced for the plot
of the story, such as the mysterious and
conniving Witch and the desperate Baker
and his Wife.
Audiences flocked to PHS to see the
imaginative production come to life and
were not disappointed. Many students
and teachers alike were at the show. Mrs.
Schubbe comments that, “I enjoyed the
show very much! I was very impressed
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with how they learned such a long play
and their endurance in the performance.
For all viewers of Into the Woods, it was
a magical experience. In addition to the
audience, the actors and actresses are
proud of their hard work and how the
show turned out for everyone to see.
LE Workman is a freshman at PHS
and played Rapunzel. Being her first
show, she remarked that, “At first, it
was stressful being in such a long and
difficult show, but I was really excited to
perform on stage with my good friends.”
Workman is also one of many freshmen
dedicated to performing through all four
of her years at PHS, and is eager for
future productions. Being a freshman,
Workman looks forward to participating
in more shows, but for the seniors, they
had to make sure this show was their
best performance. Senior Rylie Pine,
someone who is very accustomed to the
stage, played The Witch in her last PHS
musical. She reflects, “I was excited for
the challenge of The Witch to be able
to broaden and develop my acting and
singing abilities during this show. I am
grateful that Ms. McKay gave me this
difficult role, but in order to prepare, I
have been practicing for the show since
July by watching different performances
to get a grasp of what the show will
be like. I really wanted to embody the
character in order to make it one of my
best performances, and playing the Witch
was a very dynamic and enjoyable part to
play.” Pine has been a huge part of theatre
since she was in elementary school, and
wishes to continue performing in college.
Into the Woods was an exceptional
production with a beautiful set and
impressive vocals from the cast. If you
missed this show be sure to come watch
the PHS spring play, Clue, to be a part of a
puzzling murder mystery.

NEWS

Students had the opportunity to act as some extremely
creative characters in the production of Into the Woods.
Senior Jerry Gersch gave the audience a laugh as he expertly played Jack’s cow.

Sophomore Richard Martz reads the tale of Into
the Woods, playing the role of narrator throughout
the show. Many of the set pieces used in PHS shows
have seen the stage before, and the photo on the
mantle is of the cast of the Von Trapp family for the
2018 PHS showing of The Sound of Music.
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Area 51 Raid

What Really Happened?

On September 21st, this “joke” became a
reality when around 150 people showed up
Area 51 is a classified United States
Air Force facility located in Groom Lake, on the property of the institution. Although
that number seems close to nothing when
Nevada. The town has a population of
compared to two million, no one had
less than 100 and the inhabitants are
suspected anyone to actually show. On
only allowed to own property a few
the night of the raid, two individuals were
miles away from the establishment
detained. One young male was escorted
because of its privacy.
Junior Toby Cann says, “I believe the by authorities for urinating on the U.S.
property, and a woman was taken away for
Area 51 facility is so private because it
holds the answers to many of the world’s attempting to crawl under the gates. Some
may think there should not be a punishment
problems, but they keep the answers
at all and the government should just give a
hidden for the sake of making money.”
warning since these curious people did not
Since the building is so private, many
actually break into the facility. Senior Collin
individuals can not help but assume
Veltman believes the punishment should
what is held behind the gates of Area
be immediate arrestation for even trying to
51. Some have even believed that the
invade private property and going against
government is holding aliens captive at
this establishment. The thought of aliens the United States government’s orders.
being present on earth blew up on social Hopefully the government will not have to
worry about another group of invaders in
media and caused curiosity to rise. A
Facebook user, Matty Roberts, suggested the future.
that a gigantic group arrive at the gate
The aliens at Area 51 waiting
of the institution on September 21st,
on that “we outside” text.
2019. Like many, Freshman Marissa
Velasco thought the raid was a joke in
the beginning because she did not think
people would try and enter a heavily
armed government establishment. A
Facebook event page was created a
couple weeks before the raid, but once
the event generated over two million
RSVPs, government officials declared an
emergency. A pair of Dutch Youtubers
The “alien” in the photo is supposed to be waiting
uploaded a video of themselves visiting
for a raider to text him “we outside”. This is
the institution prior to the raid and that
Freshman Marissa Velasco’s favorite meme from
ended up drawing even more attention
the Area 51 scandal. Since people believe the
to this invasion of the facility.
facility is holding aliens, this meme is comical.

by Marisa Lee

NEWS
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Gun Control

Why Stricter Gun Laws are Pointless

by Jack Lally

In recent years, the argument of private
ownership of firearms has been the topic of
hundreds of debates. The majority of people
have a strong opinion leaning one way or
the other concerning the matter. Some say
that it is our Second Amendment right as an
American citizen to own firearms, while the
opposing party feels that allowing the public
to own guns is a liability and will only lead to
problems. In the past decade, due to an influx
of shooting in schools, public gatherings, and
places of prayer, part of the population has
blamed guns for these atrocities. Marches and
public protests have been organized in a hope
to abolish what they see as the root of the
issue, but are guns really to blame? I strongly
disagree with the idea that guns are the
problem and personally think that outlawing
them will make the problem worse.
A common point among the anti-gun
community is, “Guns kill people.” If you were
to set a gun down on a table and tell it to kill
the person across from you, would it be able
to do so by itself? Obviously, the answer is no.
It is an inanimate object and the only way it
is able to do damage is when someone with
ill intent chooses to pick it up. Guns do not
kill people, people kill people. A gun is simply
a tool with an intended purpose for hunting,
sport, recreational use, self defense, etc. When
misused by individuals with mental illness,
yes it can be used to kill, but only when that
person chooses to use it to kill. Again a gun
is a tool, just as a car is a tool. Terrorists have
killed people using guns, and they have killed
people using cars.
In an article by NBC News, an incident
involving a car used as a weapon is described.
On April 30, 2009 in Apeldoorn, Netherlands,
a man named Karst Roeland Tates used his car
to ram into a crowd of people, killing eight
and injuring 11. When police investigated
his home, the police did not find any other
weapons, which they say explains why he
used his car. This act of terrorism shows that
even if we were to outlaw guns, people will
simply find alternatives to use to carry out

EDITORIAL

their intent.
One of the goals of anti-gun groups is
to restrict private ownership of guns and
in some cases, pass laws that outlaw them
completely. The biggest problem I have with
this is that these laws would keep guns out of
the hands of law abiding citizens. Criminals
and terrorists will not care that owning a gun
is illegal, and will simply obtain them from
other sources. If we were to look at illegal
drugs such as heroin or fentanyl, we would
see that even though they may be illegal, they
are still easily obtained. In 2017, 85 people in
the Will County area died from overdosing on
these opioid drugs, according to the Chicago
Tribune. The same thing can be expected if we
were to ban guns; the wrong people will still
find ways to obtain them.
I am not alone in this opinion. When asked
what he thought about our gun laws, Logan
Hartnett said, “I think they are too strict. By
placing strict laws on guns, states are taking
away guns from law abiding citizens who
don’t break the laws. If the state thinks putting
laws on guns is going to stop criminals,
then they need to leave office. By disarming
citizens, it makes it easier for criminals to take
advantage of innocent people.” I could not
agree more with this statement. A gun in the
hands of a law abiding citizen, may be able to
stop a criminal from inflicting harm on others.
I pray that in the following years, our state
and federal governments use common sense
when dealing with this topic. The effects of
taking away guns from private citizens could
have detrimental ramifications on the safety
of the everyday household. Once I am of
legal age, I fully intend to purchase multiple
firearms. My primary reason is I will not
let a criminal have control over me and my
loved ones because I was not prepared to
defend myself. Hopefully, one day this issue
subsides and our country is able to focus on
more important issues. Guns don’t kill people,
people kill people.

4

The Joker Movie

How mental illnesses affect society
by Julia Beechy

Since it was announced that DC Comics
was releasing the new Joker movie, fans
went wild in anticipation. Although the
role of an impoverished, mentally ill
comedian was portrayed phenomenally
by Joaquin Phoenix, viewers were deeply
disturbed and disappointed. A review
by Theguardian.com called it the “most
disappointing film of the year,” but
students at PHS disagree. The movie’s
purpose was to bring light to mental illness
and its devastating effects on the lives of
not only the people that have them, but
those around them as well.
One of the biggest critiques stems from
the way the purpose was depicted. Critics
claim the message got lost and instead
of sending a powerful message about
mental illness, they are glamorizing them.
Audiences are afraid others will get the
wrong idea from this movie, thinking that
it will be “cool” to have a mental illness or
that having anxiety, depression, etc. will
make you famous, just like the Joker.
The movie starts with a disturbing
scene of the Joker applying his stage
makeup in the mirror and critiquing his
smile. He works as a clown for a company
and spins signs in the streets. One day a
group of boys jumped him, taking his sign
as a joke. The first hard to watch scene
was when he ran after them to take his
sign back, the boys trapped him in an
alley and repeatedly kicked him in the
abdomen. A coworker saw what happened
after work and offered him a gun for self
defense, which starts a series of disturbing
events that brought to light what leaving
a mental disorder untreated will do to a
person and the people around him.
Senior Christian Marevka stated that
he felt the movie was intricately told.
Joaquin Phoenix was incredibly deep in
his acting and did not glamorize the role
of a mentally ill character according to

ENTERTAINMENT

The Joker lounges in his room before he appears
on t.v. for a shocking performance on a live,
late-night talk show. This is one of the more
disturbing scenes of the movie, leaving viewers
very uncomfortable while watching.

Marevka.
Much like him, Madi Bettenhausen also
believes that instead of missing the mark
on the producers’ message, they in fact
hit it right on and showed the devastating
effects. Mental illnesses affect many
students in school. In a poll of 20 students,
11 of them said they struggle with some
sort of anxiety, depression, or another
illness. When asked if they thought the
movie did an effective job of describing
the effects of dealing with these disorders,
16 of them agreed. Young adults can find
it easier to relate to the Joker, which is
part of the reason it reached its message
to them, but did not in the case of older
generations.
Although critics may have been
disappointed, after interviewing students
it seems The Joker may have just been
aimed to a younger age group. Young
adults raved about the movie, but there
seemed to be a disconnect between the
message and the older generations. Despite
the at first bad reviews, The Joker is a
film that can open up students’ minds to
the devastating ways mental illnesses can
affect an entire society.
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Community Mysteries

Kiwis, rocks, and scavenger hunts, oh my!

by Rylie Pine

Kiwis have invaded Peotone High
School! These little bird figures have
shown up across the school from the
Music hallway to the Academic wings.
Teachers and students alike have been
searching for and finding these tiny
creatures. Seth Lonard was getting a drink
by the vending machines one day when
he found one of the little birds sitting
there. Soon after he found a second kiwi
in the bathroom. He even found a third
one in Ms. Whiteside’s room sitting on the
hand sanitizer dispenser. Lonard says, “I
think someone spread them around the

The kiwi are native to New Zealand but have
made their way to the Music room at Peotone
High School! These little birds have been
hiding everywhere, including the Commons
and Academic hallways.

school because they are cute animals and
this would be a funny experience.”
Sarah Blickem found a kiwi,
abandoned and alone, on top of the
vending machine by the Commons.
She had heard the buzz about people
searching for these little creatures and
decided to partake in the search. Courtney
Burks has also joined in the hunt. She
found two kiwis hiding on the front
tables in the Commons. Both Blickem
and Burks have an idea that a sophomore
might have been spreading these little

STUDENT LIFE

birds around Peotone High School. Even
Mrs. Juma has seen kids trying to find
their very own kiwi. She also has a kiwi
drawing on the wall in her classroom that
a kiwi searcher drew for her.
Peotone rocks have been spread across
town for almost two years now. Kids can
go outside and find any sized or shaped
rock from the park or their backyard. They
can then paint these rocks with polka
dots, their names, or even animals, such
as a butterfly. The possibilities are endless.
Before hiding your rock somewhere
around town, make sure to put the
Peotone Rocks’ Facebook page on the back
of the rock, so the kid who finds the rock
can post a picture with it. Even businesses
have taken part of the fun. To add to the
fun, sometimes if you find the rock from a
business in town, they will give you candy
or other prizes. Do not forget to rehide the
rock, so all the children around town have
a chance to join in on the fun!
Brooklynn Cavitt and her little sister
Evelynn, who is two years old, have found
rocks in the park many times. They have
also “painted Sesame Street characters
and different types of fruit on the rocks
they then hid in the park.” It is a fun time
for the sisters to spend time together,
searching, painting, and hiding these
rocks.
Kiwi searching has been a fun way for
students to bond with one another while
looking for a little prize. When people
look for and paint Peotone Rocks, they are
able to have an enjoyable time with their
friends and family, as well as a great way
to get involved in the community.

6

Bring Back The Office

Comedy Sitcom Makes A Comeback
by Kayleigh Anderson

Did you know that Netflix viewers have
spent fifty two billion minutes watching
The Office? The show has really made a
comeback since ending in 2013. With nine
full seasons starting from six episodes in
the initial season to twenty-five episodes
in the last season. Although it was
widespread, the show was not always on
its way to success. In 2005, the show was
almost completely cancelled.
The Office is a mockumentary about a
group of office staff at a mediocre paper
company referred to as “Dunder Mifflin”
whose days encompass inappropriate
behavior, ego clashes and tedium. The show
focuses on the manager of the branch,
Michael Scott, and the way he manages
his workers. People may ask why the show
has been so popular and Señorita Majca
is here to answer that question. Majca
replied to the question, “It’s a very funny
show and there was an effect similar to the
domino effect. As soon as one person you
know starts liking it, it moves on to the
next.” People all over the world have put
a plethora of time and effort into creating
multiple things surrounded around the
exhibition, including, making quizzes,
projects for school, and even conventions!
Some people even love to dress up as the
characters for Halloween! To sum up the
impact of this show and how it so quickly
became famous, the show was meant to
be funny and make viewers want to keep
watching, so the comedy kept attracting
people across the globe. The show gives
many laughs to many different ages and

ENTERTAINMENT

ages and many people are proud to say
that The Office is their favorite show.

Popular show “The Office” makes a comeback on
Netflix. Either watching it for the first time or
laughing through a second time, many
veiwers enjoy the show.

Freshman, Julia Giese, big fan of “The Office”, with
her “The Office” plaque and “Dwight Shrute” inspired glasses. Giese says, “The Office is a show that I
could watch over and over and never get tired of.”
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NHS hosts second Fun Fair

Students help show animals and play games

by Brianna Miller

Peotone High School’s National
Honor Society hosted a Fun Fair on
October 19, 2019. There were many
awesome activities and prizes for people
of all ages. Peotone’s FFA brought in
animals for a petting zoo. There were
two donkeys, two calves, four goats,
two ducks, two rabbits, and a tortoise.
Some of the activities for the Fun
Fair included knocking down paper
towels with a ball, throwing a ping pong
ball into a cup for a fish, throwing a
hula hoop around a pumpkin, and many
other fun games. It was hard work to set
up all of these games and provide good
prizes, but National Honor Society did
a great job. The President of National
Honor Society, Logan Krska, has been
the one to brainstorm most of these
ideas and come up with the activities to
help continue the tradition of Peotone’s
Fun Fair. Krska says that, “The Fun
Fair was a lot of responsibility, but it
was worth it. Seeing the joy on the
kids’ faces and how they were enjoying
themselves warmed everybody’s heart.
There is nothing better than helping the
kids of the community have an amazing
time.” A lot of hard work has been put
into this event, and it has paid off. The
community all came together and had a
wonderful time!

NEWS

Junior, Matt Lexow, brought in two of his goats
for the FFA petting zoo. He was one of many FFA
members that brought in animals for kids to pet
and meet.

Junior, Alex Strough, hands a kid a ping pong ball
so he can try to win a fish. Strough says that he had
lots of fun and it was nice to see the enjoyment on
the children’s faces.
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‘OK Boomer’

How the two-word phrase is creating divisions worldwide
by Mia Steeves

for less unbearable student loan debt. The
For several years now, different age
pushback they then receive, specifically
groups have begun to identify more with
when from someone of an older age group
themselves as a collective whole. Whether than they, is met with “Ok, Boomer.” Seeing
Gen Z or Millennial, social media has
the way that “Boomers” have been reacting
certainly influenced the spread and
has proven even more interesting, as many
popularity of trending phrases or memes
opinions differ from adult to adult. Abigail
relating to different aspects of age-specific Disney, 59-year-old heiress of the company,
culture. Most recently, the phrase ‘Ok
spoke out about the phrase on CNN.
Boomer’ has been making its way up the
Disney, who sees firsthand the inequalities
trend train, and it is most often used as
in wages and opportunity caused by big
an insult by younger age groups towards
business, said to fellow Baby Boomers, “It’s
those who may or may not be from the
not like you’ve done such a great job with
actual “baby boomer” generation.
the time you have had. Get over the idea
Although already popularized by apps that all things pass, you are old and you
like TikTok, Instagram, and Twitter, ‘Ok
need to let history do what history does:
Boomer’ received worldwide attention
move on.” Disney’s statement reflects those
after 25-year-old New Zealand politician
that can overlook the idea that the phrase
Chlöe Swarbrick fired it back at another
is just a childish comeback being blown
member of Parliament who interrupted
up for attention. Rather, some view it as
her speech supporting the Green Bill.
a chance for the youth to take action and
Since Swarbrick’s comment, the phrase
begin to accept their roles as leaders in
has been making its way around almost
society.
every social media outlet, schools, and
Debate about the phrase continues to
even on t-shirts and sweatshirts. So, why
drift through the media, and different
is it that two words have had the ability
articles explore various points of view.
to cause such tension between these
For example, a StarTribune article asked,
generational groups? It is no secret that
“Is ‘OK Boomer’ a generational insult
younger populations have begun to take a or olive branch?” Seeing it as more of a
more active role in speaking out on social, peace offering than a blatant shutdown
political, and even environmental issues.
could ease tensions between age groups. If
These divisions can largely be attributed
Millenials and Gen Z’s back off from using
to the differences in the general ideals
it in a derogatory way, then “Boomers”
and values of different groups. Basically,
may be more accepting of the changes they
the “kids” are trying to ignite changes
desire. Either way, we will not accomplish
in our society; from advocating for a
very much if we continue to give words the
solution to climate change to fighting
power to divide us.

NEWS
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Happy Holidays

Giving Back to the Community
by LE Workman

This past October held lots of fun and
exciting events. The Park District hosted
many events such as the Trunk or Treat,
Zombie Run, a Chili Cook-off, a Blood
Drive, and a Bean Bag Tournament for
the Halloween weekend. Volunteers
at the events said they most enjoyed
helping the community because
they liked meeting new people and
volunteering with their friends.
Volunteers running the concession stand
at the movie showing in high school
were happy to help and provide a fun
evening for parents and their kids. For
these events, the community comes
together to support one another.
The library also threw a family
movie night along with a Halloween
party for kids. The Children’s Director
at the library holds all these events as
part of her department. Peotone High
School supported the community with
an exciting night at the Fun Fair and
provided a spooky Halloween movie,
showing Men In Black. To celebrate
Thanksgiving this month, the Peotone
Library opened up a craft session for
preschoolers. For Veterans Day, the high
school had an assembly and invited the
community to honor our veterans.
For the upcoming Christmas Holiday,
the community will be presenting
Christmas in the Village. The lighted
parade is another lively event. During
Christmas in the Village, businesses
around Peotone support the community
by holding different events.

ENTERTAINMENT

Peotone PTO hosts a Craft Fair and
Pancake Breakfast at Peotone High
School, as well as Letters to Santa.
Main Street Dance will be performing
at PHS as well as the high school
band. Downtown there will be an
ice sculpting, Christmas Carols by
the choir, wagon rides, and a petting
zoo. Santa will arrive downtown
riding a fire truck later that day. Local
businesses will have a chocolate
fountain for kids and Savvy Hair Salon
will have a fun craft to support the
community. First Community Bank will
be offering an ornament decorating
craft. Peotone businesses support the
community and give back during the
holidays, so come out and enjoy the
festivites!

Families enjoy the Zombie Run the weekend
of Halloween. Volunteers frighten runners
and spooky walkers on this 5k.
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Hot Shots

2019-2020 Girls Basketball Season
by Samantha Gwiazda

The Varsity girls basketball team had
a good run last year, even after falling
short at their first Regional game against
Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley. The Blue
Devils had a record of 18-11 during the
2018-2019 season. Colleen Erikson, a
senior at Peotone High School, has been
on the high school team for three years
now. Erikson said her best memory was
winning a game at KCC and receiving a
super nice trophy. Erikson has high hopes
for this season as well. She loves her team
and would not trade them for the world.
The junior varsity girls had a positive
season as well, with a record of 18-5.
Mallory Ashline, who is now a junior,
played on the JV team last year and was
certainly a key player. She recalls scoring
sixteen points in just the first quarter, and
this built her confidence and helped to
improve her game. Ashline also has high
expectations for this year. Both teams have
lost and gained many great players for
this upcoming season. The JV team gained
eight young freshmen that are eager
to start their first high school season.
Unfortunately, the varsity team lost three
important players, but have added even
more talent to the roster this year!
The Blue Devils have been practicing
for two weeks now and I spoke with the
varsity coach Steve Strough. Strough
has high expectations this year and his
biggest goal for the team is to compete
in Conference and get better every day
in the gym. He is also very excited about
the chemistry the girls have developed.
The girls varsity team kicked of their
season at the annual Beecher tournament
on November 21st at 7:00 pm against
the Clifton Central Comets. They started
off with a win against the Comets, then
played on Friday and unfortunately

SPORTS

fell short to Providence, but came back
stronger than ever on Saturday with a
great win against Illiana Christian. There
is tons of excitement, and a great new
journey for the Blue Devils ahead of them
this season.

The Varsity Blue Devils are smiling widely after
a practice filled with running plays, drills, and
working on fundamentals. These girls have been
working hard all week to prepare for the upcoming
Beecher tournament.
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